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  Prime Time Athletics  
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 Movie Reviews! 

On November 29, 2014 I went to the 

Tempe Fantasy of Lights Parade on 

Mill Avenue. I love going because 

floats and music all together look and 

sound wonderful and people 

give out candy during the     

parade. This year was the 21st 

annual Fantasy of Lights      

Parade. This time there were 40 

different groups including cars 

covered in lights, floats,    

dancers, marching bands and 

more. If you did not see the  

parade this year don’t worry 

you can always go look at the 

It’s the Christmas season 

again! Time to shop for 

friends and family. The 

school helps us and makes it 

easier by hosting the Holiday 

Shop. The Holiday Shop has 

toys to jewelry for grandmas 

to pets. The prices range from 

$.50 to $15.00.This year is 

my favorite out of six years 

because of the big selection 

of fun toys. The Holiday 

Shop is very enjoyable for all 

ages. Kids in National        

Elementary Honor Society were able to be 

leaders and help the younger kids shop. The 

volunteers in the shop are friendly and nice. 

They help kids shop too. The smiling faces 

of all the kids as they walk out with presents 

for everyone is an  

example of how 

much the kids love 

the Holiday Shop.    

          

     

colorful lights on Mill Avenue. There are 

more parades to come and I can’t wait for 

more fun holiday celebrations too! 



If you are an athlete and 

you love flag football then 

you are in for a treat!    

Starting in January Prime 

Time  Athletics will be 

having a winter season. The 

club plays 5 vs 5 – each 

coach assigns different 

players to certain positions 

and roles during the game. 

Both girls and boys are  
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encouraged to play flag 

football. Every kid who 

joins the club will be     

assigned to their respected 

age groups, 5-6 years old, 7

-8 years old, 9-11 years 

old, 12-13 years old, and 

up! Games are every      

Saturday. If you are        

interested in joining Prime 

Time  Athletics here is the  

 

website you can check out:                     

http://ptathletics.com/ 

Hope to see you all there! 

Today Thanksgiving is best known 

for the tremendous amount of turkey, 

gravy, corn, stuffing, cranberries and 

pies we eat in one day.  It is also the 

day for football, the Macy’s    

Thanksgiving Parade in New York 

and shopping preparation on Black 

Friday.  There is a long history of 

Thanksgiving that dates back to the 

original celebration held by the      

Pilgrims with American Indians in the 

year 1621.  The celebration had an 

abundance of food and lasted for three 

days.  People think of this first        

celebration as a sign of great respect, 

peace and cooperation between two 

different cultures. This custom of    

being thankful caught on in New  

England during the Revolutionary 

War.  The Congress at the time called 

for a day of  Thanksgiving to mark 

the U.S. Victory at the   Battle of    

Saratoga.  In 1789, President         

Washington marked a day of    

Thanksgiving to  celebrate the          

recognition of the U.S. Constitution 

being ratified.  In 1817, New York 

was the first state to adopt a        

Thanksgiving Day.  In the               

mid- 1800s, a magazine editor, Sarah 

Josepha Hale asked for a          

Thanksgiving to be a national 

holiday.  In 1863 President   

Abraham wanted to boost the 

Union Army’s morale so he 

made Thanksgiving Day the last 

day of November. Congress   

declared Thanksgiving a national     

holiday soon after the civil war. 

The holiday was such a success 

that in 1939 it was moved up one 

week by  President Franklin D.             

Roosevelt. He wanted to make 

the business owners  happy by 

making an extra week of    

Christmas shopping.  In 1941, 

President Roosevelt signed a bill 

to make Thanksgiving the fourth 

Thursday in November. Many 

other cultures celebrate     

Thanksgiving Customs. In the 

Jewish        

culture, for 

example,   

families      

celebrate  

Sukkot. This 

is a harvest 

festival. It has 

been          

celebrated for 

      
3,000 years.  The ancient 

Greeks would have a three-day 

festival to honor their goddess 

of corn and grains (Demeter).  

The ancient Chinese would 

have a harvest festival known 

as Chung Ch’ui.  This was a     

celebration to celebrate the  

harvest moon. This feast would 

include round yellow cakes 

called “moon cakes”.    

Thanksgiving is a simple     

holiday.  It is an important    

holiday meant to be a time 

when family and friends enjoy 

a meal together and to give 

thanks for what they have  



I can’t believe how many people 

wanted to see Mocking Jay Part 1. 

When my family and I went to go and 

see it, we had to wait since the first 

time slot was sold out. Mocking Jay is 

a part of The Hunger Games series, it 

is the last book in the series. They are 

breaking the last book up into two  

different parts; the reason they are 

breaking the last book up is because 

they want to be able to truly tell the 

story correctly. So much happens in 

the third book, it would be a shame if 

they left important details out. The 

movie had many scenes that were    

unexpected. I highly suggest watching 

the first and second 

movie, The Hunger 

Games and   Catching 

Fire,  before going to 

see Mocking Jay. If 

you’ve never seen the 

first two movies, you 

might be confused and 

lost as to who all the characters are and what is going on in 

the movie. One thing I liked about this move was learning the 

different sides of Katniss and Peta and how their relationship 

is changing. The movie is very entertaining, lots of action 

scenes – some are violent so be aware.  I would  highly     

suggest going to see this movie. I hope you’ll  enjoy it as 

much as I did. 
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The Brisas Turkey Trot was so 

fun.  First you do some warm up     

exercises (which tires you so much), 

then the turkey comes out to dance 

with you.  After that, you go to the 

starting line with your class, get 

ready…and…GO!  You run as fast 

as you can, once you make it to the 

     

Over Thanksgiving break I went to 

go see the new movie Big  Hero 6. 

This is a Disney  animated movie that 

is PG. This movie is about a 13          

year-old boy named Hiro Hamada 

and his brother Tadashi’s friends 

GoGo, Fred, Wasabi, Honey Lemon 

and Baymax. Baymax is an inflatable 

healthcare companion that Tadashi 

invented. This movie takes place in 

the future in the city of San 

Fransokyo. The team is attempting to 

save the city  because someone stole 

Hiro’s special headband that controls 

the microbots they also stole. Hiro 

and the team get awesome              

superpowers and go after the bad guy. 

If you want to see what happens in the 

end you can go see the movie Big  

Hero 6 in theaters now. This movie is 

for people who have a big heart but 

also a sense of  adventure. What 

makes the movie so great is the             

relationship between Baymax, Hiro, 

and the team. I saw this movie in    

theaters and would give it a four and a 

half stars out of five. 

track you can take a little break, 

then start running again.  Once you 

pass the finish line, keep running 

but if you are first in your class, 

you won the Turkey Trot!  Each 

class has two winners, one boy and 

one girl.  The prize was 20 tokens 

for Peter Piper Pizza. 
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Do you know someone who has the 

same birthday as you? If so, you are 

considered birthday buddies. In         

addition to sharing birthdays, birth-

day buddies also share the same 

birthstone and zodiac sign. Some be-

lieve that people with the same zodi-

Month Sign Birthstone Famous Birthday Buddies 

January Capricorn (Dec. 22 – Jan. 

19) 

Garnet Meryl Davis, Jan. 1 

Cody Simpson, Jan. 11 

Coco Jones, Jan. 4 

February Aquarius (Jan. 20 – Feb. 

18) 

Amethyst Harry Styles, Feb. 1 

Keli Berglund, Feb. 9 

Victoria Justice, Feb. 19 

March Pisces (Feb. 19 – Mar. 20) Aquamarine Leigh Allyn Baker, Mar. 13 

Adam Levine, Mar. 18 

Brenda Song, Mar. 27 

April Aries (Mar. 21 – Apr. 19) Diamond Austin Mahone, Apr. 4 

Pharrell Williams, Apr. 5 

Peyton List, Apr. 6 

May Taurus (Apr. 20 – May 20) Emerald Luke Benward, May 12 

Debby Ryan, May 13 

Cameron Boyce, May 28 

June Gemini (May 21 – June 20) Alexandrite, Pearl Iggy Azalea, June 7 

Ariana Grande, June 26 

Drake Bell, June 27 

July Cancer (June 21 – July 

22) 

Ruby Rainey Rodriguez, July 1 

Jason Dolley, July 4 

Leo Howard, July 13 

August Leo (July 23 – Aug. 22) Peridot Olivia Holt, Aug. 5 

Joe Jonas, Aug. 15 

Maia Mitchell, Aug. 18 

September Virgo (Aug. 23 – Sept. 22) Sapphire Zendaya Coleman, Sep. 1 

Nick Jonas, Sep. 16 

Mia Talerico, Sep. 17 

October Libra (Sep. 23 – Oct. 22) Pink Tourmaline, Opal Roshon Fegan, Oct. 6 

Bella Thorne, Oct. 8 

Katy Perry, Oct. 25 

November Scorpio (Oct. 23 – Nov. 

21) 

Topaz Kevin Jonas, Nov. 5 

Josh Peck, Nov. 10 

Carly Rae Jepsen, Nov. 21 

December Sagittarius (Nov. 22 – 

Dec. 21) 

Zircon, Tanzanite,         

Turquoise 

Taylor Swift, Dec. 13 

Bridget Mendler, Dec. 18 

Ross Lynch, Dec. 29 

ac sign also share similar  

qualities and talents. Check 

out the list of celebrities      

below. Who was born in the 

same month as you? Do you 

think you have anything in 

common? Is anyone your 

birthday buddy?  

No matter what 

your zodiac sign is, 

here is a horoscope 

that is true for you: 

“You have the power to make this a 

great day!” 



If you are interested in becoming a 

Gecko Gazette reporter come to the 

next meeting  January 7 at 7:15 am in 

Miss Burt’s room.   
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Congratulations Bethany Harkness, 4th grader in Mrs. 

Hebert’s class, who won the Brisas Bee in the 10th round by 

correctly spelling “bribery”. Bethany will now advance to the 

Kyrene District Spelling Bee after the holidays 


